
www.SDMBBST.net  

NATIONAL CLUB OF THE YEAR ~2001 
WESTERN REGION CLUB OF THE YEAR ~1999 ~2000~2002-2003 

December 2004 

A s the propeller turns... 
 

Let's look at the year in review. We hosted a number of 
local tournaments, many which were accentuated by 
creative weather conditions (wind, cold, rain, and con-
tamination). We saw changes to the site, including dock 
repairs, a plethora of signage, new buoys and of course, 
new members. And yes, we talked about college day. 
Again. And again. And again. 
 

One of the beefs of general ski team members is that col-
lege day is not being utilized to its fullest, especially dur-
ing summer months. And one of the beefs of those on the 
college teams has been that once college day gets kicked 
off the calendar, its quite a struggle to bring it back. 
 

At the December meeting, attendees may have come to 
some sort of agreeable decision. There was some consen-
sus that it may not be entirely necessary in the dead of 
winter or the peak of summer. Why not formalize the 
college day event into the club bylaws such that it is a 
regularly occurring event during the college seasons, but 

not during the  summer & winter. Therefore, I am pro-
posing that we write an amendment to the club bylaws 
that in principle reads: One weekday morning per week 
shall be reserved for collegiate only skiing at Hidden An-
chorage, in exchange for complete maintenance of the 
slalom and jump courses, including stocking the dock 
box, diving in missing boat guides, magnets and buoys, 
etc. Any boat on the water must be comprised of a ma-
jority of active collegiate skiers. This "college day" 
morning shall occur weekly, between the first week of 
March and the All Star Collegiate Tournament (usually 
mid-May) in the Spring, and between the third week of 
August and the end of October in the Fall. The specific 
schedule of the day of week would be determined by the 
SDMBB&ST officers and the college teams. Administra-
tion of the calendar would be performed by appointed 
officials of the SDMBB&ST. 
 

None of this is set in stone and I would be happy to make 
changes to best fit this change into our club rules. I am 
looking forward to any input from the ski community 
and would love to get this finalized such that there will 
be little future confusion over college day and we can all 
move on from the issue. 
 

G r a n d  P r i x  P a r t y   
January 29, 2005 

Honoring the 2004 Grand Prix Champions 
At the Torre’s home  

6483 Mt. Aguilar Drive, San Diego 
Food - Drinks - Awards - Surprise Entertainment 

Everyone welcome 

First General Meeting of the new year.  Thursday, January 13, 7:30 PM 
San Diego Mission Bay Boat & Ski Club - 2606 North Mission Bay Drive 



    March April May June July August Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Total Total - 2 lowest scores 
1 Connor Torre 95 100 105 75 100   95   75 95 740 665 
2 John Morton 80   95 75 100 110 100   75 90 725 650 
3 Kay Goodfellow 100 100 85     85 80   75 100 625 625 
4 Geoff Schmid 75 95 90   85 95 85     95 620 620 
5 Mike Garry 65 70 100 75   110 70   75   565 565 
6 Megan Buczek   85 90   95 110 90       470 470 
7 Jeff Hinze 90 100     85 60 60   75   470 470 
8 Mark Buczek 85 85     95 100 90       455 455 
9 Mark Gray 75 75 95     95 110       450 450 

10 Bob Raibert   80   75   85 100   75   415 415 
11 Blaine Marsa 85 65 80 75 85           390 390 
12 Dean Cherry   75   75   80 75   75   380 380 
13 Brandon Gray 90 70 70     65 70       365 365 
14 Ben Harwood 70 90       75 55       290 290 
15 Ron Smith 95       90   85       270 270 
16 AJ Hubner   80   75 105           260 260 
17 Robin Hodges   90   75   90         255 255 
18 Tee Cherry   55   75     95       225 225 
19 Frank Glenn   60     80   65       205 205 
20 Steve Johnson   50 65   60           175 175 

The results are in . . . . . The Final Grand Prix scores. . . . .  Congratulations Skiers! 
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2004 GRAND PRIX: 

For those not familiar with how the series in run, it 
works like this:  There are 10 ski competitions 
throughout the season, from March to 
December.  Skiers are handicapped based on their 
average tournament scores.   If they ski well, they get 
a high score and their average will be adjusted 
accordingly.  At each of the 10 tournaments, points are 
awarded for how well a skier performs relative to their 
own average.  The first place skier is the one who 
surpasses his or her average by the most buoys, 
Grand Prix points are awarded based on placement, 
100 pts for 1st, 95 pts for 2nd, etc... As well, points are 
awarded for personal bests .  To make it less 
intimidating for beginners, the field is divided into 2 
groups, Shortline and  Non-Shortline skiers.  This 
format favors consistent participation, and steady 
improvement.  One skier in the club has exhibited both 
these characteristics for the past few years, Connor 
Torre.  Connor rarely misses a tournament.  He has 
went from running 28 mph to knocking on the door of 
34 mph.  The good news is he's know where near a 
plateau, in fact he's got the best years ahead of 
him...he's only 11!  Connor has won the GP 2 years in 
a row.  Congratulations to 2004 Grand Prix champion, 
Connor Torre.   

 
Taking 2nd place was John Morton Jr.  John's story is 
a bit different than Connor's but he is no less 
dedicated.  John, has always been a consistent 
participant.  He has been competing in AWSA 
tournaments for years.  A few years back, age and 
injury started to take their toll on John's body, which 
forced him to take a couple of years off.  Well...he's 
back now.  In addition to participating at this year's 
Western Regional championships as a M5 competitor, 
John also represented the club at the Pro-Am 
challenge in West Palm Beach, FL.  It came down to 
the wire this year and John was only 15 points off the 
lead.  Congratulations to Runner-Up, John, the Fossil, 
Morton. 

Battling for 3rd and 4th were Kay Goodfellow, and 
Geoff Schmid.  Two EP rated skiers, who absolutely 
live for the sport and compete hard.  Kay made her 
mark on the GP champions trophy 3 yrs ago, Geoff is 
still waiting for his turn in the sun.  Rounding out the 
top 5 was Mike Garry, also a former champion.  Mike 
is back at the top of his game after a season off.  If you 
want in on the fun, stay tuned, there's always next 
year. 
 
     ~ Geoff Schmid 



Grand Prix Event #8 -- December 12th, 2004 

Non-Shortline Division Old Avg Total Buoys Score New Avg Best Pass Grand Prix Points 
Kay Goodfellow W5 27.67 28 0.33 28 4  @ 32 mph 100 
Connor Torre B2 32.17 31.5 -0.67 32.17 1.5 @ 34 mph 95 
                
Shortline Division Old Avg Total Buoys Score New Avg Best Pass Grand Prix Points 
Eric Dahlgren M2 35.33 38 2.67 36.67 2 @ 32', 36 mph 100 
Geoff Schmid M2 43.67 40 -3.67 43.67 4 @ 32', 36 mph 95 
John Morton M5 30 5 -25 30 5 @ 28 mph 90 
Al Torre M3 n/a 38.5 n/a 38.75 2.5 @ 32', 34 mph 85 

w ell the dust has settled on the 2004 season.   

Even in sunny San Diego, the water is below 60 degrees and the crowds have thinned 
out to weekend-only skiers.  Wet and windy weather forced us to reschedule our December 
tournament and only 6 people braved the elements.  Battling a 7.5' high tide, the entire course 
was under water and had to be dived in before starting.  Your ever-so-lucky tournament 
coordinator, Geoff Schmid, had that wonderful honor and afterward could hardly grab a ski 
handle.   

Despite the chilly water, the cloud cover killed the glare and the wind was dead calm.   Eric 
Dahlgren had a nice run, skiing through 28' and getting 2 @ 32', 36 mph, for the Shortline 
win.  Connor Torre and Kay Goodfellow were the only 2 skiers in Non-Shortline.  Both skied 
pretty close to their summer averages.  Although Kay would have loved to roped 32 mph for 
the first time in Grand Prix series, her 4 buoys were enough to take the top spot.   
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What does it take to be Club of the Year? 
The Club of the Year contest is designed to recognize and reward the hardest working USA Water Ski-affiliated club in 

the United States. It rewards clubs that host water ski events that provide opportunities for newcomers to the sport to partici-

pate and become active members of USA Water Ski. Points were given to clubs for various events and elements that cre-

ated, publicized and increased water skiing opportunities.  The San Diego Mission Bay  Boat & Ski Team earned 3200 

points.  Not enough to make it this year.   

Skionee Board Team Selected Club Of The Year 
The Skionee Board Team of Lake Placid, Fla., has been selected as USA Water Ski’s 2004 Club of the Year. The 

Skionee Team, which also received the Southern Region Club of the Year honors, finished the year with 13,000 points, 875 

points more than it tallied to win last year’s contest, and double the amount of points it received to win the 2002 contest. The 

Backwater Gamblers Show Ski Club of Rock Island, Ill., placed second with 4,850 points and the U.S. Water Ski Show 

Team of Scotia, N.Y., finished a close third with 4,550 points. The Backwater Gamblers was also selected as the Midwest 

Region Club of the Year and the U.S. Water Ski Show Team was named the Eastern Region Club of the Year. The Mid Val-

ley Water Ski Club of Waterford, Calif., earned Western Region Club of the Year honors. The winning teams are among 700 

USA Water Ski-affiliated clubs that operate throughout the United States. 



Grassroots’ Program Reaches Milestone 
 

USA Water Ski's Grassroots' Program hosted its 200th tournament of 2004 on 
Wednesday, marking the first time since the inception of the program in 1997 that 200 
grassroots' tournaments have been held in a single year. The milestone event, held at 
the Lucky Lowe Ski School in Lake Alfred, Fla., was an intersquad tournament for the 
Ohio State water ski team. The event took place on the final day of the of the team’s 
annual winter training trip to Florida.  The 200 grassroots' tournaments in 2004 nearly 
doubled the number of events held in 2003. For the entire story:  
http://usawaterski.org/pages/Current%20News/CN2004GrassrootsMilestone.htm 
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U ntil now, the Western Region has not had a 
representative on the National Ski League 

(NSL).  I have recom-
mended Kay Goodfellow 
to be our representative 
and Western Region NSL 
coordinator.  This will be 
an exciting job and hope-
fully a cornerstone of revi-
talizing competitive water 
skiing in the region. 

Kay and I have discussed 
the importance of three 

particular elements of the job.  One is the involve-
ment of ski clubs that are not or are barely involved 
in tournaments.  Many clubs are not interested, 
want to avoid the complexity of class C, or may not 

even know they can put on tournaments.  The sec-
ond element is going to be building a bridge be-
tween the class C and the NSL worlds.  And the 
third element will be visibility.  For our sport to grow 
we must be more visible.  That means public lakes, 
involvement of boat dealers, participation at boat 
shows, private lakes allowing public tournaments, 
results to newspapers, and whatever we can think 
of for the public to know competitive water skiing is 
alive and well and fun!  

Kay is a very enthusiastic and positive addition to 
our regional committees.  She is in for a lot of 
work, so welcome her and give her all the help you 
can. 

TC Boice   EVP 

Kay Goodfellow Appointed Western Region NSL Coordinator 

       It’s time to renew your annual ski club membership If you need the form, just let 
   me know!  The lifeguards will only issue permits to those holding  
   2005 membership cards after January 30.  
 

      Need a January tide chart? Just let me know.  I’ll send you one. 

Services will be held for Gary Johnson 
 

Pacific Beach Presbyterian Church 
1675 Garnet Avenue 
Pacific Beach. (near Ingraham) 
January 21, 2005, 4:30 p.m. - Friday 

A Celebration of Life will be held following at 
The San Diego Mission Bay Boat & Ski Club 
 

Food to be determined/will advise or call Club 
 

Address for Nancy Johnson, Brian, Tait & Corey 
1620 Moreland Drive, San Diego, Ca. 92109 
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My experience dealing with banks nationwide provides  
access to information on homes in the Òpreacquisition  

stageÓ Ð before the homes revert to the bank and are 
publicly marketed. This can make all the difference 
for my clients in finding the home of their dreams.

This expertise, along with my knowledge of the  
coastal market, gives me an edge on the 

competitive market.
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phone: 619.980.1517 or email dfunderburk@cox.net
www.dfunderburk.com
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